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Dear Friendsof the ELC,

We end 2020 looking back at a year when a 

pandemic shook the world.  The lives of many 

loved ones were lost, in Alberta and beyond, 

and the full impact of the pandemic will only 

be revealed in the months and years to come. 

An optimist would note that the challenges 

we now face as a province have happened 

before, and in many ways, we are better 

equipped to mitigate their impacts. Yet, the 

impacts are very real and stark, from the 

impacts to the health of our loved ones, the 

stress put on our health care providers, to the 

impacts on jobs and mental health flowing 

from restrictions to flatten the curve.  And 

through it all, many of us have found solace in 

the natural world.  

In this regard, 2020 has allowed Albertans and 

Canadians to reconnect and appreciate, or 

perhaps really connect for the first time, with 

nature and its healing qualities.  

To emerge from our days of isolation and to 

be nurtured by the outdoors:  This is the good 

the pandemic has brought, along with all the 

bad.

The restart of the Alberta economy, however, 

will put additional pressure on our 

environment - diminishing our ability to 

monitor and enforce meaningful protection 

measures in our laws.  And, worryingly, to the 

possible dismantling of legal protections in 

the name or short -term gain.

Alberta is at an economic and environmental 

crossroads.  How do we move forward while 

still protecting and preserving the natural 

world that supports and nourishes us?  The 

ELC looks forward to advocating for laws and 

policies that walk the sustainable path; for 

water, for species, for climate, for all of us. 

2020 : A NOTE FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

JoAnn Jamieson
President, 
Board of Directors

Jason Unger
Executive Director



2020 : HOW WE ADVOCATED FOR REFORM

�‡ 29 JanClimate Change Litigation �� 1 step 

forward, 2 steps back

�‡ 03 Jun The polluter pays principle in Alberta: 

Meeting economic challenges with 

regulatory certainty

�‡ 08 Jun A bad start to Environment Week: 

Alberta rescinds its Coal Policy

�‡ 16 Jun Good Riddance: Reduce, Reuse, 

Reread

�‡ 30 Jun This Report is (All About) Garbage ��

Extended Producer Responsibility: 

Designing the Regulatory Framework

�‡ 10 Aug Optimizing Alberta Parks?? Without 

Public Consultation, the Government has 

announced removal of 175 sites from the 

parks system

�‡ 28 Sep Updates on Oil & Gas Liability and 

Rehabilitation in Alberta

�‡ 05 Nov New ELC Publication: Gaining Steam
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�‡ Gaining Steam: 
Geothermal Regulation 
and Policy In Alberta with 
Brenda Heelan Powell 
(December 2020)

�‡ Extended Producer 
Responsibility with Allison 
Boutillier (October 2020)

�‡ Polluter Pays Principle in 
Alberta with Jason Unger 
(June 2020)

�‡ Agricultural Lands Law and Policy in 

Alberta 

Published: November 14th, 2019

�‡ The Polluter Pays Principle in Alberta 

Law

Published: December 16th, 2019

�‡ Extended Producer Responsibility 

Published: May 27th, 2020

�‡ Good Riddance �� Waste Management 

Law in Alberta 

Published: May 27th, 2020

�‡ Clean Slate, Contaminated Land

Published: June 2nd, 2020

�‡ Geothermal Energy 

Published: October 26th, 2020 


