
June 11, 1998 Our File:

Diane L. Shumyla
Administrative Assistant to Committees
Legislative Assembly of Alberta
801 Legislature Annex
9718 – 107 Street
Edmonton, AB  T5K 1E4

Dear Ms. Shumyla:

RE:  Review – Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act

The Environmental Law Centre appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIP).  We are supportive of
FOIP in general, as it concurs with our mandate related to public information and
involvement in the creation and administration of good environmental laws.

The Environmental Law Centre (ELC) is a non-profit charitable organization
incorporated under the Societies Act in 1982.  The ELC employs 4 experienced full-time
lawyers who offer public interest environmental law programming in education,
information and referral, research and law reform.  These programs are supported by the
ELC’s public library of environmental law, which contains over 14,000 specialized
environmental law materials.

The goal of the ELC is to make the law work to protect the environment.  In support of
this goal, the ELC pursues 3 policy objectives:  one, that good environmental laws are
enacted by governments; two, that the public has an effective role in environmental
regulatory and law-making processes; and three, that these processes offer a level playing
field to participants.

It has come to our attention, through the various services we provide to the public, that
members of the public are encountering difficulties in accessing information from
Alberta Environmental Protection that clearly should be accessible under FOIP.  We
suggest that the Information and Privacy Commissioner could undertake further
educational activities with all government departments and other organizations subject to
FOIP regarding their roles and obligations under that legislation.

As mentioned above, we are supportive of FOIP because it can empower members of the
public to effectively and meaningfully participate in the creation and administration of
environmental legislation.  We would like to see FOIP effectively administered with
respect to the provision of access to environmental information that clearly is accessible
under it.



2

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in this matter.  We look forward to
seeing the results of the input process and the review in general.

Yours truly,

Cindy Chiasson
Staff Counsel


